367 Sample Syllabus

English 367.03 • Film in the U.S. Experience:  Composing Digital Documentaries 

5 Credit Hours

Course Description 

English 367 is a second level writing course that provides students the opportunity to learn and practice a number of skills in research, in critical reading and analysis, and in written and oral expression. The goal of 367.03 specifically is strengthen your ability to interpret film and video, to reflect on and discuss this understanding relative to personal, academic, and cultural concerns and perspectives, and to develop responses that reflect your own views on the issues raised by these discussions.  In this class, we will respond to class materials and discussions not only via written texts, but also through the production of digital documentaries. We will view, create, and use digital documentary to develop our skills for analytical thinking, reading, and composing. Our tools will include the study of rhetorical and narrative strategies and methods of close reading, listening, and viewing. We will learn how to demonstrate critical thinking and writing through the composition of written texts and digital documentaries (video and audio). We will practice analysis across a variety of texts, including essays, audio compositions, websites, photographs, and digital video documentaries. We will learn to identify connections between these texts, and we will produce compositions that engage our own and others’ perceptions.

This course uses various documentaries and texts about documentary as its area of inquiry. As a class, we will concern ourselves specifically with how the documentary form helps us understand the diversity of the U.S. experience.  In other words, how do documentaries reflect and create U.S. identities and relationships? How do we think about the U.S. experience as a result of viewing and reading documentaries? Furthermore, we will ask how documentaries help us understand constructions of identity (including disability, race, nationality, gender, sexuality, class, and religion).

GEC Expected Learning Outcomes

Goal:

Students build upon skills in written communication and expression, reading, critical thinking, and oral expression
Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students apply basic skills in expository writing

2. Students demonstrate critical thinking through written and oral expression

3. Students retrieve and use written information analytically and effectively

Second Writing Course

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students extend their ability to read carefully and express ideas effectively

2. Students further develop basic skills in expository writing and oral expression

3. Students develop skills in effective communication and in accessing and using information analytically
Course Goals

1) locating, retrieving, and critically analyzing primary and secondary sources relevant to a question, topic, or issue

2) developing and testing observations and arguments about sources through discussion and informal writing

3) drafting, editing, and revising representative forms of expository prose in response to reading, analysis, discussion and informal writing, and through written and oral feedback from the instructor and the class

4) exploring, orally and in writing, the impact of various categories of diversity in shaping American culture, its institutions and groups, and in shaping individual attitudes, values, practices, and beliefs. 

Policies: 

Attendance is essential to the success of this class. Therefore, each unexcused absence after two will result in the lowering of your final grade by one-third of a letter grade. Excused absences with accompanying documentation, such as those for severe illness (as in the doctor will not allow you to attend class), family tragedy, religious observance, or travel for inter-collegiate athletics, will not affect your grade. In all instances, the student is responsible for any information or assignments given out in class, so make sure you obtain a few of your classmates’ contact information. Five unexcused absences will result in failure for the course. Tardiness is disruptive to the classroom environment and prevents you from fully participating and assimilating the information and materials discussed in class. Two late arrivals or early departures will equal one unexcused absence. 

Writing Resources: 


The Writing Center–located in 458 Mendenhall Lab; phone 688-5883–provides one-on-one tutorials, writing resources, and handouts to help students improve their writing.  


The Ombudsman of the Writing Programs: Matthew Cariello, mediates conflicts between students and teachers in English 367 and 110. His Winter 2007 office hours are Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 11.30-1.00 in Denney Hall 533. He can also be reached at cariello.1@osu.edu and 292-5778. All conversations with the Ombudsman are confidential. 

Plagiarism is the representation of another's works or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the unacknowledged use of another person's ideas. It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the OSU Code of Student Conduct.

Academic Misconduct (rule 3335-31-02) is defined as “any activity which tends to compromise the academic integrity of the institution, or subvert the educational process.” Please refer to rule 3335-31-02 in the student code of conduct for examples of academic misconduct.

The Office for Disability Services–located in 150 Pomerene Hall; phone 292-3307; TDD: 292-0901– provides and coordinates support services, auxiliary aids, and accommodations for students with disabilities. If you have or think you may have a disability that affects your ability to do class work, see me or contact ODS for an evaluation.

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; OSU Office for disability Services.
The DMP: The Digital Media Project is located in 327 Denney Hall and has equipment available for students to use and borrow: http://dmp.osu.edu

The Digital Union is located on the third floor of SEL (Science and Engineering Library). They have a wide range of technologies and a knowledgeable staff to help you:  http://digitalunion.osu.edu

Special note about computers: You are allowed to use computers in the classroom only when and as directed by me. At all other times, your attention should be directed towards me and/or your fellow students. You will be asked to leave class (and subsequently will be counted absent) if you show disrespect by ignoring this policy. No instant messaging or e-mailing in class.

Workshops and Drafts 

At the beginning of week two, you will each sign up for a workshop session (for one of the three papers you will write).  During this session, your paper draft will be the focus of a class wide discussion. You may be nervous about this, but remember that every student will go through it at least once, and every published writer goes through this process every time they submit something for publication.  The review, editing, and revision process never ends for any writer.  It is this process, and not innate genius, that makes writing good.  Your attitude should therefore be not to “submit” to it passively or endure it, but rather to actively engage it and attempt to learn from it (like sports players reviewing tapes), to pinpoint your weaknesses, play to your strengths and gradually internalize the comments and criticism you receive so that, eventually, you can be your own best editor (actually, this never happens, but it’s always the goal). 

This means that in the class period prior to your workshop session, you will need to provide a copy of your paper to the rest of the class. It also means that for all the other papers you read (one for every other student in class), you will prepare a set of revision notes, which you will bring with you to class on workshop days and which you will use in the discussion of that draft.  These revision notes will then be forwarded to the draft's author.

Each paper that you hand in will be accompanied by revision notes.  For one paper (the one that is workshopped in class) you will summarize comments from class discussion and the revision notes you receive.  For the two papers that are not workshopped, you will need to prepare a set of revision notes on your own, after the initial draft has been completed and before the final draft is submitted.  

Late work: Student work must be submitted on time. All assignments must be turned in at the beginning of the class period in which they are due. 

Essay Format: You should follow the Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines for format and citations. Your papers should be typed in black ink in Times New Roman or similar 12-point font, double-spaced, with one-inch margins, with title centered on page one (no separate title page), and name and date in upper left hand corner.  Please refer to MLA guidelines for more information about formatting, citations, and bibliography.  

Class Cancellation Policy: In the unlikely event of an emergency, I will contact you via email and request that a note on department letterhead be placed on the door. 

Course Assignments and Grades

You must complete all assignments in order to pass the course.  All screening reports and film reviews may be revised.  Grades will reflect the final version of each paper handed in.  
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Participation: 15%

You must come to class prepared to discuss all reading assignments and student drafts for that day, reading carefully and critically in order to participate in a meaningful class conversation. Excellent participation means participating productively and respectfully, including during group-led discussion and in-class writing assignments. Active listening and questioning are essential to showing evidence of your engagement with the course materials. 

Screening Reports (1-2 pages each): 20% total

In this assignment, you will summarize both the form and the content of a documentary.  You’ll describe the content and structure of the film in relation to its theme, purpose, technique, and significance. Skills include reading/viewing/listening comprehension, ability to isolate and summarize the text’s main points or central features and its formal qualities, ability to move from description to interpretation. 

Film Reviews (2-3 pages each): 20% total

For this assignment, you will describe and evaluate a screened documentary in the context of film theory and documentary technique, indicating the audience and purpose of the work and how well it achieves its goals. Skills include reading/viewing/listening comprehension, description and interpretation, ability to apply secondary arguments or observations to primary texts, ability to move from description to interpretation and from interpretation to evaluation. 
Film Analysis (5-7 pages): 25% total

In this assignment, you will demonstrate your ability to construct an argument about documentary interpretation and production through reference to documentaries we have watched, readings about documentaries and documentary production, film research, and your own experience in producing a documentary (see below). You will present a version of this paper orally to your classmates in conjunction with the screening of your digital documentary. Your presentation skills are a part of the grade for this assignment.  Skills include summarizing and interpretation, comparison, and criticism, ability to extrapolate or generalize from local to more general arguments.  A short proposal for this project will be turned in for comment and approval on week eight.

Digital Documentary: 20% total

For this assignment, you will produce a short digital documentary about your own exposure to and attitudes toward diversity in your life, the formation of your identity, and in your relationships: in your hometown, your family, your high school, your university community, or some other social group in which you are invested.   You will collect and edit video footage as well as sound clips, including your own narrative script for the documentary, borrowing techniques and ideas from the documentaries we view and our readings and discussions about them, and you will present your final product during the last week of class.  

Screened Documentaries

The Plow that Broke the Plains

Harlan County USA

Yanqui, No! 

The Atomic Café 
Required Materials

Making Documentary Films and Videos: A Practical Guide to Planning, Filming, and Editing Documentaries by Barry Hampe 

A Short Guide to Writing about Film by Timothy Corrigan

A flash/jump drive (or several) with at least 8 gigabytes of memory total

Daily Schedule:
Week One:

M/ March 27 
What is film? What is a  Documentary? 


Hampe Part I

W/ March 29 
Beginning to Think, Preparing to Watch, Starting to Write   Corrigan Part 2



How to Write a Screening Report

Week Two:

M/ April 3 
Screening: The Plow that Broke the Plains


W/ April 5 
Discussion of The Plow that Broke the Plains
Week Three:

M/ April 10 
How to Write a Film Review




Corrigan Part 3



Due: Screening Report: The Plow that Broke the Plains
W/ April 12 
Screening: Harlan County, USA
Week Four: 

M/ April 17  
Discussion of Harlan County USA



Due: Screening Report: Harlan County USA
W/ April 19 
Film Analysis and Film Theory



Corrigan Parts 4, 5



How to Write a Film Paper



Due: Film Review: Harlan County USA
Week Five:

M/ April 24 
Screening: Yanqui No!

W/ April 26 
Discussion of Yanqui No!



Film Research Techniques




Corrigan Parts 6, 7



Due: Screening Report: Yanqui No!
Week Six: 

M/ May 1 
Planning Your Documentary




Hempe Part II



Due: Film Review Yanqui No!
W/ May 3 
Screening: The Atomic Cafe
Week Seven:

M/ May 8  
Discussion of The Atomic Café



Due: Screening Report: The Atomic Café 
W/ May 10  
Shooting Your Documentary




Hempe Part III



Final Projects



Due: Film Review: The Atomic Café 
Week Eight:

M/ May 15 
Writing Your Documentary




Hempe Part IV



Due: Final Project proposal


W/ May 17 
Filming, Directing, Sound Recording



Hempe Part V



Video Production Equipment overview

Week Nine:

M/ May 22 
Post Production: Editing and Mixing



Hempe Part VI

W/ May 24 
 Video Production Workshop

Week Ten:

M/ May 29  
Video Production Workshop


W/ May 31 
Video Production Workshop

M/ 5 

Screening of Video Projects



Due: Film Analysis and documentary video file


Revision Worksheet

Author's Name:______________________  Reviewer's Name:_______________________

1. What is the author's overall argument?  Summarize, in your own words, the central claim or idea and any related claims, they are making:  

2. Is there a thesis statement or other summative statement in the piece? Where is it (page and line number, first words, etc).  

3. What primary or secondary evidence do you see the author offering for this claim?  Describe or summarize this evidence (use numbers if there are several pieces, kinds, or elements of this evidence).

4. What about the evidence makes it applicable to the central claim? Describe how the evidence fits the claim. 

5. How convincing is the argument or idea?  What detracts from or might contribute to its persuasiveness?

6. How would you describe the style of the piece?  Is it appropriate for the argument?  

7. How would you describe the ethos of the author?  Do they seem knowledgeable, fair, charitable?  What other characteristics seem to describe the author's ethos and/or the tone of the piece: witty, boring, dry, etc. 

8. Does the author consider any counter evidence or differing perspectives in the piece? Where does this happen? Describe how it impacts the overall argument or idea.

9. Describe your overall reaction to the piece, paying special attention to how well it persuaded or convinced you of its overall argument (remember that if that argument was obvious or uncontroversial to begin with, it really didn't do much persuading).

GENERAL GRADING RUBRIC for expository essays incorporating primary and secondary sources.   Papers that display one or more of the qualities listed here will result in the corresponding grade.  

An “A” paper is excellent; it is compelling, original, and exceeds the demands of the assignment in unexpected ways.  It displays:

A well-focused, original, and convincing central argument that exceeds the assignment in some interesting or provocative way or that gives some overlooked element of the primary source(s) new importance.

Ample, complete, detailed, and judicious selection and presentation of primary sources, clearly and convincingly analyzed and contextualized to demonstrate how they contribute to the central argument.

A well-selected and representative range of secondary sources at or beyond the required minimum number: each source relevant, reliable, and used appropriately to support the argument.

A clear organization that reflects and helps to develop the internal structure of the central claim, with appropriate, interesting, and helpful introduction, conclusion, section breaks, paragraph breaks, and transitions.

A rhetorically appropriate, clear, and interesting style and tone that enhances the effect of the paper.

Full and careful consideration of both primary and secondary evidence that might compromise or qualify the central claim and judicious response to this counter-evidence.

No errors in grammar, citations, and formatting.

A “B” paper is interesting, and persuasive: it meets all the demands of the assignment and attempts some fresh and original moves.  It has:

1. A solid and convincing central argument that addresses the most important elements of the primary work(s) or that attempts to go beyond the terms of the assignment in some way.

2. Sufficient use of appropriate primary sources to support the central claim, with relevant analysis and contextualization of each piece of evidence.

3. Relevant and reliable secondary sources at or above the required number, appropriate to the topic and the central claim.

4. A clear organization that fits and develops the central claim.

5. A clear and unobtrusive style and tone that does not detract from the argument.

6. Adequate consideration of and response to counter-evidence that might compromise or qualify the central claim.

7. Few errors in grammar, citations, and formatting that do not affect readability.

A “C” paper is average; it meets most the demands of the assignment but doesn’t make any novel or imaginative moves.  It has:

1. A competent but general or expected central claim that fulfills the assignment but shows little originality or that misses some relevant aspect of the primary source(s).

2. Use of primary source(s) that is just sufficient or somewhat inadequate, with some attempt to analyze and contextualize each piece of evidence, perhaps not entirely convincing.  Possible evidence in support of the central claim is overlooked or misapplied.

3. Generally appropriate researched sources (where applicable), possibly short of the required number, or less than reliable, or not entirely relevant to the central claim or assignment.

4. Little or no consideration of counter-evidence that might compromise or qualify the central claim. This counter evidence may be substantial.

5. A generally clear and unobtrusive style that neither adds to nor detracts from the argument.

6. Some grammatical errors, a few that impair readability.

A “D” paper is poor; it meets only some of the assignment's demands or does so in predictable or derivative ways.  It has:

1. An argument that misses the assignment, or is so general, derivative, or predictable as to show little original thought, or one that misses many important elements of the primary sources.

2. Few or insufficient references to secondary sources to support your claim, using sources that are unreliable, irrelevant, or inappropriate, or with little or unclear discussion of evidence.

3. Researched sources below the required number, inappropriate for the topic, unreliable, with little discussion or contextualization.  Available relevant and reliable sources are overlooked.

4. Significant counter-evidence that would compromise, qualify, or undermine the central argument is downplayed or ignored.

5. A style that is inappropriate, inconsistent, unclear, or that otherwise detracts from the argument.

6. A number of errors that make portions of the paper difficult to read.

An “E” paper is failing; it meets few or none of the assignment's demands. It shows

10. No argument, or one so general or vague as to be useless, or one that suggests lack of familiarity with primary sources.

11. Little or no or inappropriate textual evidence to support claims with little or no discussion.

12. No or inappropriate or irrelevant researched sources.

13. Convincing counter-evidence that would compromise or vitiate the central argument is ignored.

14. A style that is too elementary, unclear, or inappropriate, and that detracts markedly from the argument.

15. Failure to meet basic requirements of format, page length, due date, etc.

